Celebrating the Life
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LIFE IN RETROSPECT
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Service is one of the most beautiful and rewarding princples of life,
Truly this was a quding princple for Josaphus Daniel Wesl, Sr. who served his
genaration excapiionaly wall and then laft us al on Saturdsy aftarnoon. August
8, 2008, at his home in Rose Nil. North Carolna,

He was the only son borp to Julus 8nd Lula Hering West on Decamber
23, 1817, He spent his entira |ife for the devalopment of his family spiritualy,
economicaly, and socialy.

Josaphus was reared in a kwing Christlan home with four other siblings
where he was laughl Christian peinciples and wock ethics. He helped support
and nurture his family untd hig daath.

A an early age be saw the necessity of geng his life to Chnst and
united with St. James Disaple of Christ Church in Rose Hill, Narth Carclina
From that pont until death, he portrayed the characterstics of a Christian
genlleman through his Kindnass, generosity, palience, and tolerance’ 1o al
manking. He servad as Chalman of the Board of Deacone for many years.
During his tenure, he saw many projects completed and much progress
towards the general church. He was a strong pifar of the church and
community, He gave fully of himself in whatever capacity ha ssrved.

In the Delway Highway Comenunity, which he was a prowd member,
Jossphus was nstrumental In Sunday School and most activities in the area,
He was founder of the Magge L. Strong Order of Eastern Star, 8 member of
the North Gate #576 Masonic Lodge, and a member of the Cape Fear
Cansistory #2863, His vision of ynity geveloped a strong, loving, and unified
community.

In 1840, he was |oined in holy matimony to the late Katie McLaurin
This umon was blessed with 38 years of love and happiness. It wag also
blessed with twelve children, one daughler, Delods West and one grandson
which he raised, Ray Anthony Wast, preceded him In death

Josephus siartad his working career in the |ate 18205, During the
Deprassion, he worked varioug jobs to support his family during these rigid

times. His leadership ability led him into many enterprising facets. In 1947, Joe
built the J.D. West Garage which in later years became West Service Station.

His love for mankind and his outreaching personality created many
valuable and long-lasting relationships with all people. Josephus has overcome
poverty and racism, has worked hard his entire life as a logger, ship builder,
farmer, mechanic, land owner, businessman, and community leader. He was
truly “one in a million™.

Josephus D. West, Sr. leaves a legacy of five generations. He is
survived by four sons: Josephus D. West, Jr. and wife Jonetta of Rose Hill, NC,
Joseph Randolph West of Rose Hill, NC, Raymond Lloyd West of Rose Hill, NC
and Johnnie Coleman West of Marietta, GA; seven daughters: Joan Faison and
husband Alex of Rose Hill, NC, Annie Margaret West of Clinton, NC, Kay Sims
and husband Wilbert of Raleigh, NC, Marcille Chavis and husband Arthur of
Rose Hill, NC, Estella Neely and husband Thomas of Rose Hill, NC, Emma
Williams of Rose Hill,b, NC and Coletha Coston of Virginia Beach, VA; two
grandchildren that were raised as daughters: Jacqueline Robinson and husband
Derrick of Kuwait, and Kecia West of Durham, NC; thirty-five grandchildren,
sixty-six great-grandchildren; twelve great, great-grandchildren; five special
foster children: William Murphy, Rev. Isaac Johnson, David Williams, Lula Jones
and Gloria Henry; a host of nieces, nephews, many other relatives and friends.
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