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KATUERYN D. FILYAWV

KATUERYN DopgTilY FILYA, daughter of the late Liston and Betty Bryant
completed her journgy in this life on May 3, 2004 after an extended illness. She was raised
by her father and grandmather Mary Susan Jacobs, and was the third of five children.

Anative of Wallace, North Caroling, she relocated to New Haven, Connecticut after graduating
from callege, where she met and married Maccen N. Filyaw. To this union were born three
children: Liston Nathaniel. Deborah Eileen and Anthony Jerome.

She became blind at an early age after an accident on a swing receiving a brain tumar.
Determined to continge life and not let her handicap hold her back, she attend the School for
the Blind in Raleigh, North Carolina. Upon graduating fram high school she attended North
Carolina A BT, but transferred to North Carolina Central University (farmally North Caralina
College) where she graduated with honors with a Bachelors degree in English.

She was also a trained classical opera singer and had a beautiful soprana vaice. One of her
favorite sangs was “ A City Called Heaven". In addition to being serious and focused. she had
a sense of humar and was determined not to tell her age and would often say, " I'm 39 and
holding like Jack Benny."

Her employment consisted of warking for the Board of Education for the Blind for several
years where she made aprons, baby bibs, potholders, etc. on their power motor sewing
machine. She was an ordained Deaconess at Christ Chapel and a former member of the
Community Baptist Church.

She leaves cherished, precious memories of her life with two sons: Liston Nathaniel Filyaw
of Windsor. CT; Anthuny Jerome Filyaw of New Haven, CT: one daughter, Deborah Eileen Filyaw,
of New Haven, CT: ong sister, Mae Fennie Robinson of New Haven, CT; twa brother-in-laws;
William Filyaw of West Haven, CT: Charles H. Hewett of Leland, NC: four sister-in-laws, Thelma
Bryant of Wilmington, NC: Aletha H. Higley and Gracie L. Baldwin of Leland . NC; Dorathy M.
Jackson -Breenwood of San Diego, CA and several nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in degth by her husband, Macceo N. Filyaw: her parents, Liston and Betty
Bryant; her brothery Carsan, Fred and William Bryant.




